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Assalamu Alaykum Warahmatullahi 
Wabarakatu

Ultimate thanks and gratitude forever 
rests with Allah Almighty for granting 
us the Quran and the illustrious 
example of our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad SAW (PBUH).

Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ now celebrates 
its 50th year of Quranic Excellence 
which is a momentous occasion. 
The immense barakah that befalls 
this organization is no coincidence 
as Allah Almighty has blessed us 
with great Shuyookh who founded 
this organization. We are immensely 
grateful for the role that Sheikh 
Mohamed Yusuf Booley, Sheikh Moosa 
Goder and Imam Ali Gierdien, amongst 
others, have played to establish 
Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ into a frontier 
organization which has the Quran at 
its core and Islam as its ethos. It is the 
path that JEQ has followed for the 
past 50 years and the path which we 
will never depart from. 

In celebrating our 50th year as a 
great milestone, we have earmarked 
the “WEEK OF THE QURAN” to 
stage a series of events to celebrate 
the occasion, Insha Allah. We 
commence the celebrations on the 
30th November with our learners 
graduating as Huffaath and 
Haafithaat followed  by pre-school 
and preparatary school concerts. In 
the ensuing days we shall stage an 
Islamic Art and Calligraphic Exhibition 
with world renowned Master Artists 
in attendance;  a seminar on some 
of the Methodologies of Teaching 
the Quran; a conference on the 
Integrated Model of Islamic Education 
and the performance of the Friday 

Jumuah by Sheikh Al Mishry from 
Mauritania at the JEQ Main Campus, 
Insha Allah. On Wednesday the 4th 
of December after Maghrib we shall 
perform the Qasidah Burda and on 
Thursday after Maghrib an Evening 
of Remembrance with most Thikr 
Jamahs of Cape Town, Insha Allah. 
The Qurra of Cape Town will begin a 
full Ghatam of the Quran at midnight 
on Thursday. The Ghatamul Quran will 
be completed on Saturday afternoon 
in the presence of Sheikh Ahmed 
Neanaa before the Banquet at Dawn 
Mountains in Franschhoek, which will 
be the culmination of the celebratory 
activities.

Whilst the Quran remains the 
central focus of our programme 
and activities, JEQ envisions a ‘NEW 
DAWN” in our Islamic educational 
programmes. This encompasses 
essential and beneficial knowledge 
such as Numeracy, Science, Arabic, 
Literacy, Empathetic Learning, Art and 
Calligraphy, Sciences of the Quran 
as well as equipping our learners to 
safely navigate the Digital Era. Our 
vision is to ensure that our learners 
are part of a brace of transformative 
outcomes, where they emerge as self-

reliant scholars and leaders making 
an impactful difference to themselves, 
the development of their  immediate 
communities and also play a positive 
role in shaping a healthy, progressive, 
just and peaceful broader society. 

We implore everyone to support our 
celebratory activivities and also the 
broader JEQ Project, which includes a 
planned Maths and Science Centre; a 
Digital Resource and Research Centre; 
an Islamic Arts and Calligraphy Gallery 
and Studio; a multi-purpose school 
hall; hostel facilities and an orphanage 
to accommodate homeless children. 
In our quest to educate our children 
for an unlimited future, it is all done 
to please the Almighty Allah and to 
emulate the illustrious example of 
our Prophet Nabi Muhammad SAW 
(PBUH). 

I hereby congratulate all those 
who were, and are, involved in the 
fraternity of JEQ on this magnificent 
achievement of attaining 50 years of 
Quranic Excellence, Alhamdulillah. 
May  Allah Almighty grant us another 
fifty excellent years, Insha Allah, 
Ameen.

FOREWORD

Shreef Abbas: Chairman

JEQ Board members
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All Praise and Thanks are due to Allah 
SWT, and choicest Blessings and 
Salutations on the best of creation, 
Saydina Muhammad SAW.

In the modern society in which we find 
ourselves, there is an evident decline 
in the moral and ethical environment. 
This moral environment is what 
shapes our identities. It gives us our 
standards of living and behaviour. 
It determines the way we interact 
with each other and it shapes our 
personalities.

The Holy Quran is the book that 
provides Muslims with that moral and 
ethical guidance to ensure that our 
existence is one of piety, contentment, 
harmony, peace and success in this 
world and the next. 

This concept is beautifully expounded 
in Surah Taubah, Verse 109, in which 
Allah SWT says: “Is it then he who 
laid the foundation of his building on 
piety to Allah and His good Pleasure 
better? Or he who laid the foundation 

of his building on the brink of an 
undetermined precipice ready to 
crumble down, so that it crumbled to 
pieces with him into the fire of Hell.”    

The above verse affirms that the 
Quran is the essence of human 
existence. It underlines the 
significance of piety and gaining the 
pleasure of Allah in everything we 
do. It is the bedrock of family life, 
community and the formation of a 
moral, ethical and just society.  

The Holy Quran serves as the 
cornerstone and source of the 
Integrated Model of Jam ‘Eyyatul 
Qurra’. It is the fountain from which all 
sciences emanate. It is the foundation 
on which JEQ has built its Integrated 
Islamic Model of Education.

Our young learners start with our 
Bridging Course in Grade Zero. By the 
time they reach the Primary School, 
as early as Grade One, some of them 
already entered into the Holy Quran. 
This year alone, twenty learners 

have entered into the Holy Quran! 
A tremendous achievement! From 
here onwards they will improve their 
reading until they are able to start 
memorizing. After Grade Three they 
will either proceed to the Male Hifth 
Institute or the Female Hifth Institute.

This year, the 50th Anniversary of 
JEQ, ten boys and eight girls will be 
graduating at the end of this year. 
This is testimony to the diligence and 
effort of all the role-players involved 
in Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’, from the board, 
to the management, teachers, right 
down to the ground staff. It is evidence 
of the broad spectrum of individuals 
all pulling together in one direction. 
This philosophy which is based on 
our guiding principles is central to the 
future success of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’. 

We pray that Allah SWT bless everyone 
involved in Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’, 
and grant this institution increased 
beneficence and success Insha Allah 
Ameen.

FOREWORD

Sheikh Bassier Benjamin - CEO

Management Committee
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Being part of a learner developing his 
character and memorizing the Quran, 
is one of Allah’s greatest gifts.

My journey at JEQ started in 2008 as 
the School Administrator. In 2017 I 
was inducted as the School Liaison 
Manager. Today I am currently in the 
position of Acting Principal, a very 
fulfilling role.

Seeing more than 100 learners 
being invited by Allah (SUBT) to the 
memorization of the Holy Quran, one 
realises that one is not only serving a 
job profile, but rather serving a greater 
calling Alghamdulillah. Since 2001 
until the end of 2018, with the mercy 
of Allah, JEQ Male Hifth Institute 
have produced 132 graduates, 
Alhamdulillah. This momentous 
achievement has been built on 
passionate educators, committed staff, 
loyal board members and dedicated 
learners, together striving to achieve 
excellence in the memorization of the 
Holy Quran. 

JEQ has identified the need for 

Numeracy, Literacy and Arabic which 
makes up the core elements of holistic 
education for an unlimited future. 
Thus, on a normal day, our learners 
are taught the full application of 
Tajweed rules, memorization based 
on the Sheikh Yusuf Booley teaching 
methodology and Numeracy, Literacy, 
Arabic and Islamic Studies. Unique 
to the Male Hifth Institute are the 
facilities of hostel accommodation 
for learners who are unable to travel 
to school and those in disadvantaged 
areas which are not conducive for 
a learner memorizing the Holy 
Quran. The school offer extra mural 
activitities such as kick boxing and 
soccer which enables a sound mind 
and a healthy body. 

Learners are encouraged to 
collectively read a full Ghatam of the 
Holy Quran for those who have passed 
on as well as those who are suffering 
from ill-health. This is important as it 
makes learners aware that they have 
the ability to recite the Holy Quran, 
which only benefits themeselves, 

but also to serve others.  During the 
final year, learners who are working 
towards graduation will be coached 
in leading the Taraweeg prayer, 
fine-tuning their recital and most 
importantly, developing an awareness 
of moral character building.

Our message to those whom Allah has 
yet to call to memorize His Book is to 
make the intention and embrace the 
calling and apply to JEQ Male Hifth 
institute Insha Allah. This wonderful 
journey of memorizing the Quran 
has started with the revelation of 
the Quran to our beloved prophet, 
Nabi Muhammad (SAW) and is being 
continued for the past 50 years 
under the banner of JEQ, with the 
permission of the Almighty and we 
make Dua that the Almighty allow 
us to continue and improve for His 
pleasure, Ameen.

FOREWORD

Sheikh Achmat Siers: 
Male Hifth Institute principal

Male Hifth Institute staff
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“Education is a shared commitment 
between dedicated teachers, 
motivated learners and enthusiastic 
parents with high expectations”

Today, the role of a school is not only 
to pursue academic excellence but 
also to motivate and empower its 
learners to be lifelong learners, critical 
thinkers and productive members of 
an ever-changing global society. At 
Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ we provide an 
atmosphere for our learners where 
they are encouraged to explore their 
potential in the pursuit of excellence. 
This can only be possible in a holistic, 
learner-centric environment. The 
talents, skills and abilities of each 
learner need to be identified, nurtured 
but mostly encouraged so that he / 
she is able to reach greater heights. 
Learners need to be provided with a 
platform to think, express, and exhibit 
their skills. It is necessary to empower 
them to negotiate several issues that 
confront them, with the teacher being 
a facilitator.  

Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ is striving 

to inculate a strong work ethic 
combining  academics and extra-
curricular activities in the children 
thereby developing every individual 
into a self-reliant and independent 
citizen.

Children need a supportive 
environment at home and at school. 
They need to set goals, within their 
reach until they gain confidence and 
determination. They should regularly 
re-examine their priorities, set clear 
goals and make specific plans to 
achieve what they desire. Focusing 
on specific goals help them to move 
forward purposefully in life. They 
would, thus, have the pleasure of 
watching their dreams become a 
reality.

At JEQ our approach to learning 
is child-centric which encourages, 
activity-based learning and an 
enquiring mind. We are constantly 
improving our teaching methodology 
so that it combines classroom study, 
research and scientific discovery. 

While academic and Islamic excellence 
is our major thrust, the school is also 
devoted to prepare the learners for 
life, groom them to face the challenges 
of tomorrow, and encourage them to 
be socially relevant. We constantly 
endeavour to always live up to this 
ideology and entrench this into 
everything we do. The aim is to 
ensure that the children grow to 
their full potential, while constantly 
being groomed as men and women 
competent to bear responsibility in all 
walks of life.

The parents should play a vital role in 
moulding the future of children. Their 
consistent support empowers us to 
progress exponentially. 

I have a deep appreciation for the 
support that parents give and thank 
them for their faith in us.

FOREWORD

Sheikh Suleiman Benjamin:  
Female Hifth Institute principal

Female Hifth Institute staff



Al-Jam 'Eyyatul Qurra'  Anniversary Edition | 2019 9

I believe that education shapes 
the character, calibre and prospect 
of an individual. Education has 
no perimeter to restrict. Intensive 
and critical thinking, sharpening 
intelligence, refining character – all are 
a part of dignified education. Learners 
of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ are benefitted 
by such type of education.

As I walk down the hallways of the 
school every day, I can hear the 
chatter of eager minds, the shouts of 
excitement when engaging with the 
teachers and the sound of melodious 
voices harmonizing while reciting their 
lessons for their Mualima (Islamic 
teacher). The perpetual energy, 
movement and enthusiasm permeate 
the atmosphere Pre-Primary and 
Preparatory. We are a school with a 
difference! We value individualism, 
creativity and innovation and strive 
to nurture them in being learners 
who are educated for an unlimited 
future. It is a matter of great pride 
and contentment to be the Principal 
of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ Pre-Primary 
and Preparatory. The journey to the 

future essentially needs a glimpse 
of the past.  An examination of the 
legacy of 50 years shows the glittering 
milestones and fluttering flags of 
triumphs as a testimony to Jam 
‘Eyyatul Qurra’ dynamic existence. 
Each milestone has a glorious story 
to tell, each flag has a victory song to 
intone.

JEQ has the tradition of Shurah, 
Adaab (respect) Ighlaas, Nasigah 
(advice) and Taáwun(team work). 
The salubrious ambience in the midst 
of a city, and an environment that 
is highly conducive to teaching and 
learning, facilitates a gratified teacher. 
Curricular and co-curricular activities 
are given equal importance. Learners 
excel in academics, Islamic Studies 
and sport. The formulae for moulding 
a proficient individual is applied from 
the formative years onwards. From the 
day the learners enter until they leave 
the school, the learners are trained 
to be courteous, conscientious and 
committed. This enables them to be 
competent, creative and resourceful 
human beings while they leave the 

portals of our institution.

I feel proud of JEQ which melds 
the best of the past and gives 
opportunities for learners to bloom in 
goodness with a global outlook, the 
love of nature, concern for mankind 
and for enjoying learning in an 
atmosphere of affection and freedom 
backed by discipline.

I am sure that the learners, whether 
the current group or the alumni enjoy 
the disciplined freedom, refined 
culture, God fearing compassion, 
boundless opportunities, healthy 
friendship, limitless affection and 
colourful celebrations which guide 
them to be perfectly gentle human 
beings.

Pre-primary and Preparartory staff

FOREWORD

Nadiema Benjamin:  
Preparatory and Pre-Primary principal
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TRIBUTE AND HONOURING

Imam Abdullah Haron  (1924 - 1969)

1969 was an exceptional 
year in the history of 
South Africa and Cape 
Town in particular. It 
is the year in which a 
group of remarkable 
scholars and 
personalities stepped 
forward, made their 
mark in history and 
established 
Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’.

The year 1969 is also synonymous 
with the martyrdom of one of the 
great leaders and luminaries of South 
Africa, Imam Abdullah Haron. 

Born in Claremont in 1924, Imam 
Abdullah was a son of the soil of Cape 
Town. Being the youngest in a family 
of five, he was an infant when his 
mother passed away and was raised 
by his father’s youngest sister. Aft er 
leaving school, he studied for two 
years at the feet of the great Sheikh 
Abdurahman Al Alawi Al Maliki in 

Makkah. On his return to Cape Town 
he continued his studies under Sheikh 
Ismail Ganief and Sheikh Abdullah 
Gamildien.

He was encouraged to participate in 
community activities and particularly 
in the social welfare sector. This 
initiated his interaction with the 
poor and needy and gave him a 
diff erent view of the plight of the 
underprivileged . At this stage in his 
career he also started to teach and 
came into contact with the teaching 
fraternity which in turn gave him 
a diff erent perspective on life and 
politics. The Imam was also known 
to be an admirer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

In 1955 he was off icially appointed 
as the Imam of the Al Jamia Masjid 
in Claremont. Here he implemented 
his ideas by creating discussion 
groups, adult classes for males 
and females and also allowed 
women to participate in the Masjid’s 
activities. In 1958 he established the 
progressive Claremont Muslim Youth 
Association (CMYA). In 1960 he was 
appointed as the editor of the newly 

established Muslim News and used 
this opportunity to cover religious, 
cultural and political issues. The 
newspaper kept Muslims informed of 
all the important issues pertaining to 
the Muslim community as well as the 
rest of South Africa.

Imam Abdullah used the Muslim 
News as well as his public lectures to 
express his political views concerning 
Apartheid and the Group Areas Act. 
On the morning of 28 May 1969, the 
Imam was arrested and remanded in 
custody.

On 27 September 1969, a sad day 
in the history of South Africa, Imam 
Abdullah Haron was martyred. A life 
was taken, but a legacy was born! 
To this day, Imam Haron remains in 
our hearts and thoughts as an icon 
of resistance to oppression and a 
torchbearer of justice and equality!

May Allah reward him with a place 
in Paradise that is deserving of the 
Martyr that he is! 
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TRIBUTE AND HONOURING

Sheikh Yusuf Booley (1930 - 2010)

How does one even 
begin to describe the 
life and times of a 
man who dedicated 
his entire life to the 
preservation and 
teaching of the holy 
Quran? 

Aft er returning to Cape Town from 
Durban in the early 1960’s, he and his 
wife Gasiena opened a little grocery 
store in Elsies River. This was followed 
by stepping into the butcher trade, 
working long hours for many years, 
formulating delicious polonies and 
sausages as a passion, using only 
quality ingredients. The upholstery 
trade then caught his attention and 
he single-mindedly ventured into and 
succeeded in starting a flourishing 
business.

Throughout these years, whilst he 
was working very hard to sustain his 
family, he still made the time to teach 
Quran to children and adults. I vividly 
recall him teaching the parents of 
his learners at his upholstery factory 

every Saturday mornings. This was 
besides the collection drives he 
managed to collect funds for various 
mosque renovations. Above all, since 
the inception of JEQ in1969, he was 
the main driving force in sustaining its 
activities in the community.

As children, we intrinsically 
understood that there wasn’t much 
leisure time for our dad because he 
worked very hard to  give us the best 
education he could. Our highlight was 
on Friday evenings when we would 
be treated to home movies at his 
friend’s or sister’s house. On Saturday 
aft ernoons he loved to relax by 
watching sport, especially rugby and 
cricket.  His Sunday mornings were 
exclusively dedicated to the weekly 
ghatam-al-Qurans that was held in the 
community.

The climax of our year was always the 
December holidays, when the Booley 
family would enjoy a frenzy of picnics! 
Our dad completely relaxed and 
thoroughly enjoyed the quality time 
he spent with us and also his beloved 
brothers, sisters & families.

Sun, fun and family!

The greatest credit must be given 
to our beloved mother, Gasiena, 
who patiently and uncomplainingly 
supported him in his community work. 
Throughout the years of JEQ’s growth, 
our mom always had to be prepared 
for a few meetings a week that was 
regularly held at home at night. A 
tray of tea and cake was literally 
an extension of her hand! That’s 
besides the regular dinner guests 
that were entertained to encourage 
their support of JEQ. Her greatest 
role was however, to nurture, care 
and entertain us and ensure that we 
worked hard at school. Even though 
we read our Quran lessons to dad, 
she ensured that we knew it because 
he always told us that there was no 
half measure of learning Quran. She 
was literally the glue in our home and 
created the time and space for him 
to work for Al-Quran until the day he 
closed his eyes. 
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TRIBUTE AND HONOURING

Sheikh Moosa Goder (1932 - 2017)

From start to finish, 
my father was a man 
who valued sincerity, 
honesty and a good 
work ethic- his belief 
was that if someone 
else did it, so could 
he, and so he did. He 
studied in Mecca with 
Sh Yusuf Booley, may 
Allah have mercy on his 
soul, and together, as 
brothers, their vision of 
starting a Hafith school, 
JEQ, was realised 
through the mercy of 
Allah (SWT).

He was an amazing husband, an 
incredible father,a stoic and inspiring 
leader, a proficient businessman 
and a promising sportsman. He 
worked tirelessly on various projects, 

empowerment and uplift ment of 
the teaching of hift h for women and 
children were close to his heart. He 
taught us the importance of caring 
for family and friends, to go out 
and find them in their time of need. 
He always made sure to remind us 
that the poor and the orphans were 
the family of Allah, and to always 
care for them as we would our own. 
Through his actions, he showed us the 
meaning of humility and kindness. 
His success was never a means to 
gloat, but always a reminder to be 
grateful. He rubbed shoulders with 
elite public figures as well as cleaning 
and gardening staff  and respected 
them all equally. He was a fearless 
man whose stature was not confined 
to his physical height, but extended 
skyward- tall, strong, dependable. 
He was a man whose presence was 
both arresting and soothing, and I 
remember how his calm and tranquil 
aura made our house feel like home. 
I remember how everything I did or 
achieved felt so much more significant 
when he nodded his approval, and 

nothing meant more to me than his 
praise and encouragement. Moosa 
Goder aged gracefully, his life was 
one that has touched and inspired so 
many. May Allah accept the eff orts of 
my father, grant him Jannatul Firdous, 
and grant me and my family the 
sincerity and strength of character he 
exhibited throughout his life. His son, 
Shudley Goder. Ameen.
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TRIBUTE AND HONOURING

Imam Alli Gierdien (1930 - 2018)

His two passions:  Our 
Deen and his family.  
And his two passions 
fuelled each other. My 
father also suff ered 
from Dementia for 
most of the last decade 
of his beautiful, well-
lived life. We watched 
helplessly as he forgot 
us one by one, forgot 
the era and the home he 
was living in.

But He NEVER forgot the Quran.

Even with full-blown Dementia, 
my dad would love to recite. Every 
morning, especially on Fridays, until 
his last days.  He could not remember 
his own age or address, but if you 
recited within earshot of my dad and 
made a slight mistake, Astaghfirullah! 
It would not get past him.

The day my brother Salmaan got 
married, I cried when the videos 
started pouring in from family, 
showing my dad’s amazing Khutba, 
beautiful and flawless. I cried because, 
when my father recited, his face lit 
up and I could see the person behind 
those eyes.  A good man, a servant of 
the Deen, and the most loving father. 
I was so proud of his recital, that this 
awe-inspiring man was my dad, so 
proud to be his daughter.  This feeling 
carried us, his children, through all our 
lives.

I so miss his wisdom, how he would 
quote the perfect Ayaat or Hadeeth for 
a situation or problem. His life was the 
Deen, his inspiration and poetry in his 
heart was the Quran, and he reared us 
with them.

Not a day goes by that I am not aware 
that everything in my core, he taught 
me.  Each of my actions and that of my 
children has his guiding hand behind 
it, showing us strong values, that each 
action is driven by our choice to do 
good or to do bad, how to be strong, 

how to think and, above all, to live 
with integrity.

Imagine having learned life from such 
a man! 

To have been unconditionally loved by 
such a wonder, a man with the Quran 
in his heart, has grounded me in the 
strong values I see in my children.

And still, at each recitation of the 
Quran, I feel my father with me. 
Especially when I hear or make a 
mistake.



50 years of Quranic Excellence50 years of Quranic Excellence14

TRIBUTE AND HONOURING

Hadjie Toyer Jackson

In our younger days, 
we had to stay over 
with Oupa and Ouma 
on many instances, 
because our mother was 
hospitalised. In that 
time Oupa would check 
what we’ve learnt at 
school and madrassah. 

He was always keen on knowing what 
we’ve learnt, especially with regards 
to our Deen, and tried to help and 
encouraged reading that surat. Among 
the first duas we learnt, through 
passive learning and by way of 
example, was the Qunut. Oupa’s voice 
sounded very stern when he made the 
Qunut and in that quiet time of subuh, 
that dua sounded so meaningful, 
especially with its poetic endings. 

Other than his interest in our 
education, he was a simple yet very 
loving man, upright, honest and hard-
working right into his late 80’s when 
old age took it’s toll on him. We had 
the honour to witness many people 
come to seek his legendary tailoring 
skills. Not forgetting his classical 

“skytjie kufiyas” which was sold in 
their numbers at popular outlets at 
the time.  

Despite his day job and his private 
tailoring, he was always helping in 
the kitchen with the food, helping 
Mama with the atchar and samoosas 
etc. They believe in doing everything 
together. Right from the littlest 
things such as making the bed in the 
morning.

Oupas love for Quran is evident when 
one goes through his reel to reel 
collection. Names of famous Egyptian 
Qurraa of days gone by. I recall the 
names of Sheikh Mustafa Ismail, Sh 
Mustafa Ghalwash, Sh Muhammad 
Siddeeq Minshawi, Sh Yusuf Antar, Sh 
Sha’eesha’, Sh Tablaawi etc. He was 
no Qari but he loved the Quran and 
its proper presentation. He would 
enjoy listening to them while sitting 
at his machines, and this immense 
love of Quran seems to have rubbed 
off  on those who come aft er him 
Alhamdulillah. 

Family time on weekends with oupa 
was best at the beach. Oupa loved 
driving out to some beach. He loved 

his crayfish catching too and hardly 
missed that opportunity to make his 
own dried snoek, which we would see 
hanging out in the yard oft en times.

Our fondest memories would 
probably be Oupa’s labarang suits 
he made for us as the grandsons. 
He had impeccable judgement and 
could do your measurements without 
that measurement tape. And when 
he would finish, it would fit like a 
glove. His last suit was for his eldest 
grandson’s wedding and that was 
when he said: “this is the last suit I’m 
making”. And  so, it was. 

We can’t say that we shared in his 
hobbies but when he caught crayfish, 
he’d always bring it home and drop 
in the kitchen sink and we’d watch 
him dissect it and he’d show us what 
to cut and where the dirt was etc. He 
was always involving us in little things. 
Today it means much. 

I say Alhamdulillah for those tender 
moments. A very full life lived serving 
his family and the community.
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TRIBUTE AND HONOURING

Moulana Abdul Khaaliq Allie

The MJC (SA) 
congratulate 
Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ on 
their 50th Anniversary 
as one of the leading 
Tahfeethul Quran 
Institutions in South 
Africa.

We are proud to be associated with 
JEQ.

The very founders of this education 
institution, Sheikh Yusuf Booley, 
Sheikh Moosa Goder and other 
scholars are our father figures of 
the community who laid the solid 

foundation in the preservation and 
memorization of the Glorious Quran, 
the Laws of Tajweed, the methodology 
of teaching of the Kalaamullah and 
in the memorization of the Glorious 
Quran.

These great scholars were passionate 
about teaching the Glorious Quran. 
They made a great impact which 
culminated in producing outstanding 
Haafith learners, many of those who 
continued their journey of learning 
and becoming qualified scholars in 
various fields.

The dedication of JEQ to advance 
comprehensive education is 
established with their expansionist 

program undertaken in recent times.

The JEQ has made its mark in 
our community and we have the 
conviction that they will continue to 
make a diff erence and contribute in 
our communities.

We pray and make dua that Almighty 
Allah preserve JEQ, reward in 
abundance the volunteers, donors and 
those who have contributed toward its 
success thus far.

We make dua that Allah grant 
acceptance and let the institution 
grow from strength to strength, 
Ameen.

Sheikh Muhammad Al Mishry from Mauritania with Sheikh Irefaan Abrahams and Sheikh Bassier Benjamin.
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TEACHER ENRICHMENT WORKSHOPS

The true teacher is the learner
Sadeekah Abrahams

Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ is 
an Islamic Educational 
Institution with a 
robust education 
mission geared at 
providing our learners 
with the necessary 
tools and knowledge to 
function at a standard 
of excellence in any 
space they may find 
themselves. 

Our teachers form the key role players 
to action this mission daily. It is 
therefore imperative that our staff, 
particularly our teaching staff, develop 
and sustain a growth mindset and that 
the institution stimulates a culture of 
intellectual curiosity.

“In a growth mindset, people believe 
that their most basic abilities can 
be developed through dedication 
and hard work—brains and talent 
are just the starting point. This view 
creates a love of learning and a 
resilience that is essential for great 
accomplishment.” (Dweck, 2015) “

One of the mediums used to 
stimulate intellectual curiosity at 
Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ is to engage our 
staff in educational and personal 
development workshops facilitated 
by external specialised trainers. This 
year we were blessed with some 
enriching and impactful workshops 
facilitated by Mr. Bayar Laattoe 
(Education specialist), Dr. Nadeen 
Moola (Clinical psychologist), Haafith 
Imraan Choonara (Director of AMA 
& motivational speaker) and Sheikh 
Ighsaan Taliep (President of UUCSA 
and Principal of IPSA). 

Mr. Laattoe’s Classroom Management 
workshop centred on two main 
focus areas. The first area being the 
importance of a set of Class Rules to 
create harmony and efficiency, and 
secondly, the 5 P’s for Teachers to 
follow. These included: be Prompt, 
be Prepared, be Patient, be Polite and 
be Productive. This highly relevant 
workshop provided a reminder to 
the teachers that by implementing 
these strategies, the teachers will 
improve his/her teaching and learning 
practices considerably. 

Mr. Laattoe further conducted a 

Time Management workshop with 
the principals and deputies and an 
insightful session at the Male Hifth 
Institute on the four lobes and two 
hemispheres of the human brain and 
its chief functions. 

On 06 April and 12 October 2019 
all teaching staff attended the Best 
Practice Workshops facilitated by Dr. 
Nadeen Moolla. In these workshops 
Dr. Nadeen unpacked some teacher-
learner case studies that were 
submitted by the teachers, and in 
synergy with the teachers worked 
through possible interventions to 
map a positive action plan tailored 
to each case study. The engagement 
from the staff illustrated enthusiasm, 
an openness to learning, effective 
critical analysing skills and a solution-
focused team approach to the 
challenges presented. Dr. Nadeen 
provided our teachers with a safe and 
guided space in which to discuss their 
daily challenges and simultaneously, 
stimulated an environment for the 
teachers to be brave enough to be part 
of the solution, Alhamdulillah.
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Another remarkable workshop was 
facilitated by the eminent Haafith 
Imraan Choonara on 17 August 
2019. The JEQ 50 Years Celebration 
motivational workshop was attended 
by all Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ staff 
including the board members. The 
aim of the workshop was to inform the 
staff of the JEQ 50 Years celebration 
week programme and to get everyone 
present motivated and focused for the 
months leading up to the celebration 
week and beyond. Haafith Choonara’s 
talk focused on the fundamentals 
of personal excellence, cultivating 
a growth mindset, taking personal 
responsibility for your life and the 
importance and impact of reading. 
“Everything has to be growth 

focused…” One of the many valuable 
lessons we were blessed to walk 
away with through engaging with Dr. 
Choonara.

On Friday, 18 October 2019 Jam 
‘Eyyatul Qurra’ staff were addressed 
by Sheikh Igsaan Taliep on the topic 
of the Industrial Revolution 4.0 and 
Islam. Sheikh Igsaan beautifully 
contextualised the digital era we 
find ourselves in and engaged with 
the staff on how to responsibly 
navigate our way through this 
temporary journey called life by 
being God-conscious, responsive and 
active citizens in any space we find 
ourselves, Insha Allah.

We are deeply humbled and grateful 
for the wealth of knowledge and 
wisdom shared by these generous 
souls. We pray the Almighty bestow 
His richest blessings upon these 
servant leaders, Ameen.

“No one can teach, if by teaching we 
mean the transmission of knowledge, 
in any mechanical fashion, from one 
person to another. The most that can 
be done is that one person who is 
more knowledgeable than another 

can, by asking a series of questions, 
stimulate the other to think, and so 
cause him to learn for himself.” – 
Socrates, 5th Century BC

“Seek knowledge from the cradle to 
the grave” - Nabi Muhammad SAW
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CAMPUS EVENTS

The Three Egyptian Qurra visiting JEQ
Sh. Ammaar Nackerdien

JEQ has been blessed with the 
melodious recitation of three 
Egyptian Qurra, Sheikh Hajjaj 
Ramadhan Mamdouh Amer, Sheikh 
Khalid Rabee, and Sheikh Hajjaj 
Hindawi.

Sheikh Hajjaj is senior state Qari who recites at all 
presidential events. He has long been hailed as one of the 
best reciters of Quran and has graced audiences around the 
world with some of the most breath-taking renditions of 
the Holy Quran.

Having completed the memorization of the Holy Quran 

at the age of 6, Sheikh Mamdouh is one of the most 
accomplished Qurra in the world. Qari Yusuf has been 
making name for himself as he begins a very fruitful 
journey as a talented reciter of the Quran. He too has 
impressed audiences with his flawless recitation. 

CAMPUS EVENTS

JEQ OUTREACH 2019
JEQ strives to help 
the poor and needy 
especially during the 
month of Ramadhan 
through outreach 
programmes. Each 
event was held 
separately and 
on a Saturday, 
Alhamdulillah. 

Our first outreach programme was a 
visit the Vision Child and Youth Care 
Centre.  With the humble donations 
from our parents and teachers we had 
achieved our collection drive to fulfil 
the requirements needed for Vision. 
JEQ requested food items from the 
parents.  Each class was tasked to 
bring an item in the line of canned 
foods, rice, sugar and toiletries.  Each 
class boxed their items the Friday 
morning aft er assembly.  The Saturday 
morning parents, staff  and learners 
went to Vision, with the boxes of 
donations to deliver the goods. Aft er 
arrival, the morning was spent with 

an introduction of Vision’s history 
and the running of the centre by 
the housemaster. He related the 
diff iculties that they are currently 
facing. Melodious recitals were done 
by the youth of Vision and a few words 
were spoken on behalf of Jam ‘Eyattul 
Qurra’ by Ahmat Siers and the closing 
dua was done by Sheikh Suleiman 
Benjamin.

Our second outreach programme was 
at Manenberg Safehouse. Each class 
was once again requested to donate 
items like canned foods, rice, sugar 
and toiletries and they responded with 
a tremendous sense of generosity.  
They then boxed their items the Friday 
morning aft er assembly.  The Saturday 
morning the CEO, parents, staff  and 
learners went to Vision with the boxes 
of donations to deliver the goods. We 
were warmly welcomed by the house 
mother, Aunty Fatima. She explained 
that she has opened her heart and 
home to underprivileged and abused 
children.  We were all touched by the 
eff orts and work that Aunty Fatima 
is off ering to the community of 
Manenberg. She enrolled the learners 

in schools and madrasah to gain 
academic and Islamic education, 
Alhamdulillah.

JEQ ended the month of Ramadhan 
with their third outreach programme 
in the form of a mass Ift ar at the school 
for staff , parents, learners and a local 
orphanage.  JEQ took the initiative to 
purchase Eid clothes for the orphans.  
Teachers and Mu’allimahs off ered 
their time to purchase the clothing. 
The clothes were packed in a gift  bag.  
The gift  bags were handed over to 
the housemother aft er the mass ift ar.  
The orphanage also received humble 
donations in the form of groceries 
which were donated by JEQ parents.  
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CAMPUS EVENTS

Jihan Kaisi, a former journalist, humanitarian 
and an activist

Jihan Kaisi, a former 
Lebanese journalist, 
humanitarian and an 
activist visited Cape 
Town to shine a light 
on the suffering of 
Syrian and Palestinian 
refugees in her country. 

Her humanitarian journey started 
20 years ago after she was given an 
assignment about the lives of Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon. Kaisi said in her 
graduation year as a journalist she 
met a girl in Lebanon. I asked her what 
they ate, and her answer changed 
everything. She said “they drew food 
on white papers and imagine eating 
it’.’ For the next three days I wasn’t 
able to sleep. 

Kaisi said there were 1.5million Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon living under dire 

circumstances. The influx of refugees 
due to the conflict include 35000 
Lebanese returnees and more than 
31000 Palestinian refugees from Syria. 
Kaisi said kids were most affected in 
the inhumane camps. 

Kaisi was invited by Jam ‘Eyyatul 
Qurra’ to enlighten the learners on 
the plight of Syrian refugees and her 
involvement with them. She engaged 
with few children from the camps on 
Skype and encouraged our learners 
to participate with them. The Syrian 
children explained how they did not 
look forward to Ramadan as it was 
no different from any other day. Their 
hardship left our learners with teary 
eyes and a sense of realisation to be 
grateful to the Almighty for everything 
that He has given them.

Inside each housing unit 
for refugees, there’s a story 
of pain and suffering.

Today while preparing hot meals 
for Iftaar in the charitable kitchen 
in Aramoun, I visited a family that 
consists of a widow and her two 
orphans: Adel and Abdul Rahman.

I just asked them: “How’s Ramadan 
with you?”

That question made the whole family 
cry! The mother told me: “Ramadan 

is not good when there’s someone 
missing during Iftaar.”

The mother continued while her boys 
were crying: “Abdul Rahman carries 
the picture of his dad during Iftaar 
time just to feel him with us. And 
Adel comes back from school crying, 
feeling mad, whenever he sees his 
friends with their fathers.”

Sometimes I don’t know how to deal 
with such cases. I cried with them 
saying that my dad is also in heaven, 
and I miss him on Iftaar table.

I asked Adel,” What do you want for 
Iftaar?” He said: “Rice and chicken.”

When we offered hot iftaar meals, 
happiness glittered on their innocent 
faces.

The mother explained,” Adel 
requested chicken on the first day 
of Ramadan, but I couldn’t cook this 
meal for him…. no one knocked our 
door on Ramadan except today!”

Thank you, Africa Muslims Agency 
for supporting Iftaar hot meals for 
Refugees in Lebanon, but it’s more 
than just an Iftaar! it’s bringing hope 
to those in need, making them feel 
that people out there truly care about 
them.’
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CAMPUS EVENTS

Guest Lecturers
Hafsa Gamal Ismail
I am Hafsa Gamal Ismail from Egypt and studied at Al-Azhar University. I started 
memorizing the Quran when I was in Grade one. I finished Hifth when I was 10 years 
old in Grade 5, but that wasn’t the end. I studied Tajweedul Quran with many sheikhs 
and obtained Ijazah Hafs from the way of Assem at the age of 14 in Grade 8. I studied  
Islamic Law (shariah) at Al-Azhar University and participated in many competitions of 
The holy Quran including many cultural competitions. Alhamdulillah, I have finished 
the 10 Qira’at from the way of al_ Shatebeyah on 12 August 2019. My interaction with 
JEQ commenced in February 2019 where I have gained invaluable experience in 
terms of the English language and also dealing and interacting with the learners. May 

ALLAH bless the JEQ freternaty, Insha Allah. 

Eatedal Gamal Ismail
I am Eatedal Gamal Ismail from Egypt. I graduated from the Faculty of Electrical 
Engineering of Al-Azhar in 2016. I started memorizing the Holy Quran when I was 
eight years old in Grade 3, and I finished Hifthul Quran at the age of 11 in Grade 6. I 
obtained Ijazah of hafs from the way of Assem at the age of 14. I obtained Ijazah of 
Shoabah from the way of Assem at the age of 15. I did Islamic Studies at Al-Azhar 
University and participated in a lot of competitions, in addition to free reading that 
was encouraged by my parents. May Allah bless them all, Insha Allah! Through my 
work as a teacher of the Quran and the Arabic language, I try to give learners what 
I have learned in my scientific life so that they become true Muslims and have the 
Akhlaq of the Quran, and this is their right upon me. May Allah help us and guide us 
all to the best of deeds, Insha Allah!

Sheikh Abdul Hamid Mahmoud
Sheikh Abdul Hamid hails from a quiet village by the name of Tanta, which is nestled 
halfway between Cairo and Alexandria in the Nile Delta. He is a highly qualified Qari 
and artist with an exceptional disposition and personality. Everyone who is fortunate 
enough to share his company, is enamoured by his modesty and humility. When 
one reads his academic achievements, one is simply awestruck by the humility that 
accompanies these qualifications. Sheikh Abdul Hamid memorized the Holy Quran 
at the very young age of twelve years. He graduated from the Al Azhar Teaching 
Academy in the 2002 where he also taught for a few years. In the same year he 
obtained a Diploma in Arabic Calligraphy. In 2010 he attained a Senior Level of Qira’at. 
In 2013 he attained a Certificate of Specialization in Qira’at.  He also attained Ijazah in 
Hafs from Asim from Al Shatebeya and Al Taybah. In 2013 he obtained a Diploma of 
Specialization in Arabic Calligraphy and Tatheeb. Sheikh Abdul Hamid is a renowned 
artist and one of the top ten Calligraphers in Egypt.  He is currently an integral 
member of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ where he teaches in the Graduation class and fine 
tunes the reading of teachers and learners alike.
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CAMPUS EVENTS

PS going into the Quran
2019 has been an 
incredible year for our 
learners at Jam ‘Eyyatul 
Qurra’ as an incredible 
31 of our learners has 
entered into the Quran, 
Mashallah.

The learners have all worked hard 
together with the help of their 
teachers and parents. Although it has 
not been an easy journey for most 

of our learners, they did not give up 
hope and achieved their goal. All the 
learners who has entered the Quran 
has been an inspiration to not only 
themselves, but also to their peers and 
other learners. They have shown much 
perseverance, and always strived to 
do their best in the recitation of the 
Quran. Constant encouragement or 
even just an ear to listen to is vital  in 
the memorization process. All the 
effort and hard work that had been 
put in by the learners, parents and 

teachers had certainly paid off. They 
had reached their goal of entering the 
Quran. We are very proud of of their 
achievement, Alhamdulillah. 

We thank the Almighty for our blessing 
and continuous duas. It is our wish 
and hope that many more learners will 
follow.

All learners thats in the Quran

New learners in the Quran
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ACADEMIC

Communications & Network platform
In order to establish 
a seamless stream 
of networking 
and effectively 
communicate with our 
parents and extended 
community, Jam 
‘Eyyatul Qurra’ has 
signed up with The 
D6 Communications 
Platform. 

The Platform is all about assisting 

schools in being more effective and 
providing schools with comprehensive 
consultation through various training 
initiatives, innovative solutions 
through the use of technology and 
most importantly, quality support and 
guidance. The D6 platform allows for 
the following key essentials which 
is required for a seamless flow of 
communication:

•  Single point of data entry for 
learners, parents and staff 

•  Complete solution that integrates 
with other D6 modules 

•  Access from any device with internet 

connectivity
• No need for backups 
• 100% cloud solution 
•  Continuous updates to comply with 

DBE/Schools Act
• Integrated SMS & e-mail solution
•  Mobile application integration: • d6 

Connect • d6 School Communicator
•  Monitor your child’s homework, 

absenteeism, discipline

The D6 platform will allow for 
immediate communication and a 
paperless platform for a healthier 
environment.

How to get started 

1.  Download the app go to on your desktop https://d6.co.za/education/products/d6-plus/d6-connect/  
or seach ‘D6 Connect’ on your app store 

2. School will send you an email with a token number for each child. 

3. Open the app, click the token button and enter the token number that was sent via email from school.

4. You are now connected to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ D6 Connect page. 
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ACADEMIC

Dept. Quranic Affairs Competition
The MJC is responsible 
for facilitating Quran 
competitions and 
applications. 

There are three types: 

Rabita Competition in 
Saudi Arabia
This competition is held in the 
Haramain for boys only. There are 
local Preliminary Competitions, after 
which the winners progresses to 
the finals. The winner of the finals is 
selected to participate in Makkah in 
the Rabita Competition. Jam ‘Eyyatul 
Qurra’ Tamat learners have entered 
this competition.

The Dubai Competition
The annual Dubai Competition is for 
both males and females. The process 
begins with the local provinces 
participating in a Quran Competition. 
The winner then proceeds to Dubai 
and participates in a preliminary 
competition, after which the 
winner will proceed to the finals. 
Alhamdulillah, Amina Hendricks, a 
former tamatee of FHI, was in the 
finals in the Quran Competition in 
Dubai.

The Town Centre Masjied 
Competition
Town centre Masjied competition is for 
both males and females which takes 
place annually. The competition was 

hosted at the Town Centre Masjid in 
Ramadan. It was held over two days. 
The prelims was on the Saturday 
and the finals were held on the 
Sunday. JEQ entered a few boys in 
this competition. Alhamdulillah 5 of 
those learners succeeded in attaining 
positions in the finals of 5 Ajzaa and 10 
Ajzaa division. In the 5 Ajzaa: 
• Uwais Abrahams - 3rd place  
• Yusri Isaacs - 2nd place 
• Yaseen Dawood - 1st place. 

Abdul Muizz Ebrahim took first 
position for the 10 Ajzaa Category. 

Uwais Abrahams, Yaseen Dawood, Yusri Isaacs

Aminah Hendricks
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ACADEMIC

Academic Program at JEQ
It is of utmost 
importance that 
learner’s transition 
smoothly into 
mainstream schooling 
when they have 
completed the 
memorization of the 
Holy Quran. 

To assist our learners in achieving this, 
JEQ has a very effective Academic 
Program with a team of 5 teachers. We 
follow the Western Cape Education 
Department Syllabus (WCED)

At the Male Institute, Aiyoob Abbas 
teaches Maths and English. He 
became part of the JEQ family in the 
third term of 2018, taking charge of 
the intermediate phase. The fit has 
been seamless as he has formed 
good relationships with both staff 
and learners. He is very dedicated in 
what he does and love to see our boys 
prosper. Interactive lessons and fun 
new methods of problem solving are 
common in class. 

Grade 7-9 Maths is taught by Faldelah 
Ryklief who works closely with Maths 

teachers at Camps Bay High to ensure 
high standards are maintained. 

Soraya Salie teaches English, Grade 
7-9. Ms Salie has been teaching at 
JEQ since July 2016. Needless to 
say, she has been exposed to many 
challenges and as a result has gained 
much experience. One of her first 
challenges was ensuring the learners 
enthusiasm and interest in academic 
subjects, i.e. English. She, therefore, 
introduced articles of interests, such 
as up to date National Geographic 
material etc., which proved to be quite 
successful. Furthermore, using Islamic 
core teaching and integrating it into 
her lesson preparation was a great 
success. They could now understand 
the importance of effective 
communication as an ongoing tool in 
their education, whether they pursue 
further Islamic or Academic fields in 
the future. 

Teacher Basheerah Warasally teaches 
at the Female institute, English 
and Math in the senior phase. Her 
experience as an educator in JEQ 
has been a fruitful one, especially 
blessed with the opportunity to teach 
Hifth learners and be in the constant 
Quran environment. She has always 

admired the learners’ determination 
to stay strong even during their 
toughest times whilst memorizing 
the Quran, but even more amazed at 
their willingness to learn academics. 
It is through them that she has been 
inspired to be a better teacher.

Teacher Maud Reid is currently the 
Literacy and Numeracy Intermediate 
Phase Educator at JEQ (FHI). She 
started teaching at JEQ in February 
2018 and immediately felt a strong 
connection and a sense of belonging 
the very first day she started teaching 
at the institution (JEQ FHI). Maud 
experience as an educator at JEQ (FHI) 
is pleasant and fruitful. The warm, 
eager to learn and well-disciplined 
girls are surely adding to her pleasant 
experience at JEQ.  As an academic 
teacher, being a non-Muslim, she 
always strives to equip herself with 
the necessary knowledge on how to 
integrate to the best of her abilities, 
the academic program with the 
Islamic teachings. What a great honor 
and privilege it is to be part of this 
institution of learning. 
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EXTRA MURAL ACTIVITIES

Exercising Body and Mind
JEQ has identified 
that physical health 
and well-being is 
as important as the 
academic curriculum of 
our learners. 

For the last few years our learners 
have been enjoying a weekly slot of 
physical activities. 

Sporting and creative codes such as 
arts and crafts, kickboxing, soccer, 
netball and sewing have been 
introduced both at our Female & 
Male Hifth campuses which takes 
place on Saturdays. These codes are 
outsourced and are managed and 
implemented by service providers.

The extra-mural activities are a 
welcome part of our week and allows 
for the learner to unwind and recharge 
for the week ahead. The codes being 

offered allow us to identify learners 
whose physical abilities could possibly 
take them into the sporting arena on 
a professional level. Most importantly, 
it provides an environment of healthy 
teamwork under our Islamic ethos of 
Mahabah.
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ACADEMIC

Umalusi accreditation at JEQ
What is accreditation? 
Accreditation is the 
outcome of a quality 
assurance process 
of evaluating an 
independent school 
to determine whether 
it has the capacity to 
off er a qualification or 
programmes leading 
to a qualification 
registered on the 
General and Further 
Education and Training 
Qualifications Sub-
framework.

Accreditation attests to the capacity 
and the quality of the off ering in an 
independent school in respect of the 
independent school’s implementation 
of the curriculum in support of the 
qualification, at the required standard.

Why does an independent school have 
to be accredited? Accreditation is a 
legal requirement for independent 
schools in terms of the following 
legislation: - General and Further 
Education and Training Quality 
Assurance (GENFETQA) Act, 2001 (as 
amended) - National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) Act, 2008 as 
amended, - Policy and Criteria for the 
Quality Assurance, Accreditation and 
Monitoring of Independent Schools 
and Private Assessment Bodies 
as promulgated by the Minister of 
Basic Education on 29 October 2012 
(Government Gazette 35830), as 
amended; - the Regulations regarding 
the criteria for the Quality Assurance, 
Accreditation and Monitoring of 
Independent Schools and Private 
Assessment Bodies (Government 
Gazette 41206 of 27 October 2017.

What is registration? Registration of 
an independent school refers to a 
process that independent schools 
must undertake with Provincial 
Education Departments in order to 
operate in South Africa in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
Constitution of South African and 
the South African Schools Act, No. 
84 of 1996. An Independent School 
must be registered with the Provincial 
Education Department prior to 
seeking accreditation with Umalusi.

Are all schools expected to apply 
for accreditation with Umalusi? 
According to the General and Further 
Education and Training Quality 
Assurance (GENFETQA) Act, 2001 (as 
amended), Umalusi is required to 
quality assure independent schools 
that are registered in accordance with 
the South African Schools Act (SASA), 
1996, as amended.

Is the accreditation of independent 
schools optional or compulsory? 
Accreditation is compulsory for 
independent schools that off er the 
curriculum leading to a qualification 
that is registered on the General 
and Further Education and Training 
Qualifications Sub-Framework 
(GFETQSF); currently the National 
Senior Certificate. Accreditation is 
linked to the EMIS registration and 
registered physical address of the 
school. 

Our Preparatory school which caters 
for Grade 1,2 and 3 are registered with 
the relevant provincial education 
department as an independent school 
(WCED) as this assist the process to 
obtain a “licence” to operate before 
we can be accredited by Umalusi. 
We  have started the process in 
2018 and Algamduliellaah we have 
completed all the processes and the 
final pre-requisite was a site visit, 
which took place on Wednesday 11th 
September 2019 with the attendance 

of 3 Umalusi delegates. The day 
consisted of interviews with board 
members, management, teachers 
and a few learners as well as ensuring 
that all our processes and academic 
structures are in place to ensure 
learning procedures are intact and 
to the standard of WCED. We are 
now waiting on feedback of the 
accreditation status. Please make dua 
that it is favourable, Inshaa Allah. 

A big shukran to everyone who was 
involved through this vital process and 
played an instrumental part in making 
the site visit a success. 
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JEQ is an eco-school 
that strives to educate 
and promote the 
preservation of all 
natural environments 
and connect it with 
Islamic thinking.

In 2018, we were honoured a Green 
Flag from WESSA (the Wildlife and 
Environment Society of South Africa) 
for our eco-school programme.

Our Eco-code: At JEQ we 
will strive to:
•  Increase environmental awareness at 

school and in the community
•  Recycle plastic, glass, paper and cans 

at school and at home
•  Eat more healthily
• Minimise water and electricity usage
•  Plant more indigenous plants and 

trees
•  Beautify and maintain our school 

grounds
• Respect the environment

Alhamdulillah, we are involved in 
environmental and conservation 
projects to promote participation in 
caring for the Earth.

What has JEQ contributed 
as an Eco-School to the 
environment? 
•  As part of our recycling project, we’ve 

joined hands with Mpact, a recycling 
company, that compensates the 
school for all the paper and other 
recyclable items collected. Angela 
Raynardt, a representative for Mpact, 
conducted recycling workshops for 
all campuses at JEQ. In addition, 
Mpact paper banks were placed at 
the school.

•  Non-recyclables such as plastic 
was used to make eco-bricks. All 
campuses engaged in an eco-brick 
competition where the learners 
had to fill 2L cool-drink bottles with 
plastic to capacity. The eco-bricks 
will be used to make benches for all 
campuses.

•  JEQ supports Operation Smile 
where bottle tops are collected and 
recycled. The money raised will go 

towards paying for vital surgery for 
those children who are born with a 
cleft  lip or a cleft  palate.

•  Teachers have integrated the eco-
theme into lesson plans whether its 
recycling or planting. Learners learn 
best ‘by getting their fingers dirty’.

“Indeed, We off ered the Trust to 
the heavens and the earth and the 
mountains, and they declined to bear 
it and feared it; but man [undertook 
to] bear it. Indeed, he was unjust and 
ignorant.” (Quran 33:72)  

Human beings are the most intelligent 
beings on earth so it makes sense that 
we have the responsibility to care for 
our planet. Let us not be of those who 
are ignorant and strive to work as a 
community to conserve and preserve 
the environment, Insha Allah!

“And it is He (God) who has made 
you successors (khala’ifa) upon the 
earth and has raised some of you 
above others in degrees [of rank] 
that He may try you through what 
He has given you. Indeed, your Lord 
is swift  in penalty; but indeed, He 
is Forgiving and Merciful.” (Quran 
6:165).

ACADEMIC

JEQ All Green
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1969

1971

1985

2001

JEQ started as a Tilawaat 
Jamaa under the 
leadership of Sheikh 
Ismail Talib. The notable 
Huff aath at that time under 
Sheikh Ismail Talib were 
Sh. Ismail Moos, Sh. Yusuf 
Gabier, Hafith Qassim 
Solomon, Hafith Noor 
Hendricks, Sh. Yusuf Booley, 
Sh. Moosa Goder, Sh. Abu 
Bakr Najaar, Imam Malik 
Heuvel, Sh. Ismail Soeker 
and Sh. Armien Soeker.

Sh. Yusuf Booley started 
teaching at Grey Street 
Mosque whilst being 
the imam. It was during 
this time that his first 
12 students completed 
the memorization of the 
Quran, including Sh. Judge 
A.B.Mohamad. At Yusufiyah, 
a further 75 completed the 
memorization under him.

On the 11th February Sh. 
Yusuf Booley off icially 
opened the JEQ Male Hift h 
Institute in Schaapkraal 
with 35 learners. 

Masjid Ar-Rashideen, 
situated in Mowbray, is 
the first venue of learning 
for the renowned Jam 
‘Eyyatul Qurra’ Academy 
for the memorization of the 
Quran under the leadership 
of Sh. Yusuf Booley, Sh. 
Abdurraghiem Salie and Sh. 
Moosa Goder 

The second student 
to graduate was 
Hafith Imaam 
Miraaj Abrahams, 
who graduated at 
Masjidus Salaam

The third graduation 
was held at Masjidus 
Salaam in Athlone 
where five learners 
graduated: Sh. 
Abdullah Awaldien, 
Hafith Ismail Davids, 
Hafith Abdullah 
Harzenberg, Sh. 
Faried Majied and 
Hafith Ridwaan 
Sayed.  

Sh. Mohammad 
Amien Adams was 
the first student 
to graduate. He 
graduated at the 
Chiappini Street 
Masjid

History of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ (1969 - 2019)
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2006

2008

2015

2019

JEQ Female Hift h Institute 
in 2006. The initial classes 
were held at Habibia for two 
weeks, thereaft er relocated 
to International Peace 
College (IPSA) Campus in 
Rylands for the first two 
years under the supervision 
of Hajar Bawa. 

In January, the Preparatory 
school was started under 
the leadership of Mrs. 
Nazeema Omar. In 2017, 
the Pre-primary school 
relocated to its own campus 
adjacent to the FHI under 
the leadership of Principal 
Nadiema Benjamin

JEQ Female Hift h learners 
were relocated into their 
own building in 13th  
Avenue Schaapkraal under 
the leadership of Sh. 
Suleiman Benjamin. During 
the same year, the JEQ 
Pre-primary school was also 
started under the leadership 
of Muallimah Nawaal 
Abdurauf.

The current chairman of 
the board is Shreef Abass 
and along side him are:  Dr. 
Ismet Booley, Anwar Van 
Der Schyff , Dr. Abdul Basit 
Booley, Shaheed Dollie, 
Sh. Bassier Benjamin, 
Aslam Gierdien, Advocate 
Thabiet Booley, Hajir Bawa, 
Muhiedeen Sedick, Haroen 
Hendricks, Shafeekah 
Booley and Nazeck Booley.
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Saturday 30 November
Habibia Masjid

MALE HIFTH INSTITUTE TAMAT
The Male Hifth Institute Tamat will take place on Saturday, 30th November at 08:30 at the 
Habibia Soofie Saheb Masjid in Rylands, Insha Allah

Breakfast

Settling of guests and seating

OPENING DUA & WELCOME ADDRESS

ANNOUNCEMENT OF TESTING CRITERIA

Learner 1

Learner 2

Learner 3

Learner 4

Learner 5

Break [Leg Stretch]

Learner 6

Learner 7

Learner 8

Learner 9

Learner 10

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Presentation of gifts and certificates

Family Speech

Vote of thanks

Closing Dua

08h00 – 08h45

08h45 – 09h00

09h00 – 09h10

09h10 – 09h20

09h10 – 09h20

09h20 – 09h30

09h30 – 09h40

09h40 – 09h50

09h50 – 10h00

10h00 – 10h15

10h15 – 10h25

10h25 – 10h35

10h35 – 10h45

10h45 – 10h55

10h55 – 11h10

11h10 – 11h15

11h15 – 11h25

11h25 – 11h35

11h35 – 11h45

11h45 – 11h50

11h50 – 11h55

11h55
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OPENING DUA

WELCOME ADDRESS

ANNOUNCEMENT OF TESTING CRITERIA & COMMENCEMENT OF TESTING

Learner 1

Learner 2

Learner 3

Learner 4

Learner 5

Learner 6

Learner 7

Learner 8

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Presentation of gifts and certificates

Family Speech

Vote of thanks

Closing Dua 

08:30-08:35

08:35-08:45

08:45-08:50

08:50-09:05

09:05-09:20

09:20-09:35

09:35-09:50

09:50-10:05

10:20-10:35

10:35-10:50

10:50-11:05

11:05-11:10

11:10-11:20

11:20-11:30

11:30-11:40

11:40-11:45

11:45-11:50

11:55

    

FEMALE HIFTH INSTITUTE TAMAT
The Female Hifth Institute Tamat will take place on Sunday, 1st December at 08:30 at the 
Habibia Soofie Saheb Masjid in Rylands, Insha Allah! The esteemed panel of judges that 
will test the learners are: Sheikh Abdullah Awaldien, Sheikh Igsaan Davids and Sheikh 
Nackerdien 

Sunday 1 December
Habibia Masjid
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09:00 
OPENING OF THE ART AND CALLIGRAPHY EXHIBITION 

11:00
CALLIGRAPHY OF THE QURAN    

14:00 - 21:00
ART AND CALLIGRAPHY WORKSHOPS

18:00
PRE-PRIMARY ISLAMIC CONCERT 

 

Monday 2 December
JEQ Main Campus
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Tuesday 3 December
JEQ Main Campus

09:00 – 12:00
AROSOL ALLIE

09:00 – 13:00
SHEIKH ABDELHAMID SALLEM

09:00 – 13:00
HJ. NOOR DEEN (MI GUANG JIANG) & HJ. 
FATIMAH (CAO YIYING)

14:00 – 15:30
USTAD REFIK CARIKCI 

18:00
PREPARATORY ISLAMIC CONCERT
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09:00 – 13:00
QURAN TEACHING METHODOLOGY SEMINAR 

15:00 – 18:00
PART 1: SCRIBING OF THE QURAN (The Legacy of 
our Illustrious Sahabah) 
by Sheikh Mohammad al Mishray

20:00
QASIDA BURDA

The Quran Teaching Methodology Seminar welcomes all Hifth Educators and learners to 
attend as it will provide meaningful insight on how to teach and memorize the Quran.  
Part 1: Scribing of the Quran will begin at 3pm till 6pm. Thereafter the melodious Qasida 
Burda program will commence at 8pm and continue into the latter part of the evening.

Wednesday 4 December
JEQ Main Campus

Sheikh Mohammad al Mishray
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09:00 – 13:00
INTEGRATED ISLAMIC EDUCATION MODEL 
CONFERENCE

15:00 – 18:00
PART 2: SCRIBING OF THE QURAN (The Legacy of 
our Illustrious Sahabah)
by Sheikh Mohammad al Mishray

20:00
AN EVENING OF REMEMBRANCE (THIKR)

22:00  
START OF GHATAMUL QURAN WITH SHEIGH 
AHMAD NA’ENAA

Thursday 5 December
JEQ Main Campus

Sheikh Mohammad Ne’anaa
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Friday 6 December
JEQ Main Campus

11:00
QIRAH PROGRAM

12:00
QIRAH BY SHEIKH AHMED NA’ENAA

12:30
JUMUAH WITH SHEIKH MOHAMMAD AL MISHRY

FHI will commence the Qirah Program at 11am, with our local qaries. Sheikh Ahmed Na’enaa 
scheduled to recite at 12:00. The Jumuah Salaah will be read by Sheikh Mohammad al Mishry 
at the JEQ Main Campus.
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09:00 – 12:00 (JEQ main campus)
READING OF AHADITH AND THE KEYS NEEDED 
TO UNDERSTAND IT (SAHIH AL-BUKHARI)   

16:00 (Dawn Mountains, Franschhoek)
COMPLETION OF GHATAMUL QURAN WITH 
SHEIKH AHMAD NA’ENAA      

16:30
ASR SALAAH 

17:00
ART EXHIBITION

17:45
BANQUET

The day will commence with the Reading of Ahadith program at the JEQ Main Campus. 
Thereafter the Completion of Ghatamul Quran will commence at 4pm at the Dawn Mountains 
which is situated in Franschhoek. Asr salaah will be performed at 4:30pm, followed by an Art 
Exhibition at 5pm, where respected guests are welcome to admire the beauty of the venue. 
Finally, the Week of the Quran ends off with the Banquet.

Saturday 7 December
JEQ Main Campus and Dawn Mountains, Franschhoek
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I have started at JEQ in 2016 and 
wasn’t sure what to expect as this 
was all new to me, however my 
4th year is the best year overall as I 
enjoy good progress and my mind 
set is better tuned in to take on the 
challenge and complete my set goals. 
Sh. Ali my current teacher plays a big 
role in the facilitation of my learning 
process. Always positively motivating 

me and unconditionally supporting 
me at school and at home. Recently I 
have competed in two Hifth Quranic 
competitions and I was I placed 2nd 
in the 5 Juz category at the Town 
Centre Masjied Ramadan competition. 
Currently I have progressed to the 
finals of the DQA Quranic competition. 

My passion other than Quran is 

anything to do with cars (racing, 
modification, stance etc) and the sport 
I like is rugby.

My advice to my peers is to always 
work hard, never give up and prepare 
your work at home, so that you can 
continue to progress consistently. 
Insha Allah 

Head boy of MHI - Yusri Isaacs
Age: 14years 
Started: Jan 2016
Current year: 4th year learner (26 Ajzaa)
Class Teacher: Sheikh Ali Abdol (Grade: 8)

 “Leadership means having the self-
confidence to believe you can make 
a difference, the passion to believe it 
matters, and the courage to risk it all 
because you believe it matters.” 
There is absolutely no limitation to 
what we can achieve. Being the Head 
Girl isn’t about being better than 
anyone else, but it’s about being a role 
model, winning the trust of the learner 
body and to organize and represent 
them with honesty and enthusiasm. 

To be appointed as the Head Girl of 
Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ is definitely a 
blessing as well as a great honor “for 
me it brought a sense of responsibility, 
and the opportunity to serve the 
school fills my heart with greater 
happiness’’

It’s absolutely challenging in a school 
where you have to prioritize your 
Quran as well as your responsibilities 
of being a Head Girl. Being an example 
to the next learner along with taking 
charge of their behaviour and uniform, 
still keeping work at a higher level. 

The pressure sometimes gets a bit too 
much but that’s when I realize that I 
wasn’t assigned as Head Girl for no 
reason, my teachers and principal 
saw an outstanding quality in me that 
highlighted the title of being the Head 
Girl of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’. 

Being in an environment of Quran is 
completely challenging when you’ve 
got your standard of Quran to uphold 
and Shaytaan always trying to pull 
you away from having good Akhlaaq 
and always sitting with your Quran. 
I have to always then remind myself 
that Shaytaan is always going to try 
his best to interfere with those doing 
good and following the path of Allah. 

Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ has guided me 
to be mature and has taught me to 
become better everyday. 

To my teachers and principal, 
thank you for pushing me to do my 
best, even when I thought I have 
nothing left to give! Thank you to 
my Mom and Dad! Where would I be 

without your constant support and 
encouragement. Whether it be my 
work or responsibilities. I am lucky 
enough that I’ve got people that will 
always be there for me. Through my 
hardest days, wiping my tears and 
sharing a bit of laughter. 

Something I can pass on to you all, is 
the importance of having confidence 
in yourself. Coming into this role, I had 
a strong sense of confidence in my 
leadership ability. I have learnt that if 
you trust in yourself and your abilities, 
and listen to the feedback from 
teachers and family, you can achieve 
anything you put your mind to. 

To every Hifth Learner of Jam ‘Eyyatul 
Qurra’ I would like to say “grab all the 
opportunities that come your way and 
make the school flag/badge flutter 
high”

“The future depends on what you do 
today, learn from yesterday and live 
for tomorrow.”

Head girl of FHI - Kauthar Gallie
Age: 18 years old
Started: Jan 2017
Current year: 2nd year learner (8 Ajzaa)
Class Teacher: Ml Zaynab Jackson (Grade: FET)
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ALUMNI

Alumni performing taraweegh
For the past 50 years, 
the Almighty has 
blessed JEQ with 
over 200 male and 
female graduates 
Alhamdulillah.

The level at which our graduate has 
completed his or her memorization of 
the Quran, has allowed,  particularly 

our males, to lead the Taraweeg 
salaah in the month of Ramadan. Over 
the years, masajids have appealed for 
the entire recitation of the Quran in 
the Taraweeg salaah, JEQ graduates 
have been called upon. This has taken 
place at masajids locally, nationally 
and internationally as for afield as 
Malaysia and Egypt. 

More importantly, graduates serving in 
the capacity of leading the Taraweeg 

salaah are doing so in their residing 
areas and assisting with recitals at 
janazas, for the sick as well as at 
functions when called upon. 

We make duah that the Almighty 
grant them to become leaders in the 
community and continue to let the 
Quran flourish by touching the hearts 
of the Muslim Ummah, Ameen
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In 2001 I embarked on 
a journey to achieve 
the ultimate goal of 
becoming a Hafith of 
the holy Quran. Allah 
accepted my Dua and I 
started at Sh Abubakr 
Abduraouf’s home in 
Lansdowne, Walnut 
Road who interestingly 
enough served on the 
board of JEQ.

I had made the decision to depart 
from my family who at that time 
resided in Botswana. I spent 5 months 
under the tutorship of Sh Abubakr. 

Sh Abubakr really set the standard for 
me during these few months of 2001. 
I learnt the importance of Makharij as 
well as tajweed which unknowingly 
prepared me for that which was yet to 
come in the year to follow. Due to Sh 
Abkubakr’s busy schedule he advised 
me to enrol at JEQ and pursue the 
completion of the Holy Quran.

20 March 2002, I officially enrolled at 
JEQ and resided in the hostel. I went 
through a brief assessment and was 
immediately placed in Sh.Majidihs 
Essa’s class who was also the principal 
at the time.  An image I will never 
forget, telephonically I told my 
father.... “it was as if I walked into a 
place that looked like Jannah” Every 

single learner was dressed in a white 
thobe and white turban. Discipline 
expressed in its best form. It took 
me no less than a day to find my way 
around the hostel and to make this my 
new home.

JEQ’s objective was not only to 
produce a good “bacha man” but it 
was to deliver a well balanced and 
respectable potential future leader 
to the greater community of South 
Africa. Alhamdulillah in my first year 
I completed 13 ajzaa and 17 in my 
second. I completed my last lesson 
on the 26 September 2003. A day 
that bear testimony to our teachers’ 
efforts. 

In preparation of the first official 
graduation in 2004 March (which 
hosted +- 2000-3000 guests), 5 learners 
including myself had been put on a 
program to recite a minimum of 10- 
14 ajzaa daily. Teachers and Sheikhs 
were attending these consolidation 
classes in long tireless days. Thus the 
graduation being a major success, 
it engraved a name and reputation 
in relation to the products that JEQ 
could produce. The quality of the 
product does not lie in the actual 
product, but rather in the design 
and manufacture thereof. Therefore, 
our teachers and mentors under the 
banner of JEQ are the true bearers of 
these products.

Alhamdulillah, I was fortunate enough 
to have had experienced a one on 
one interaction with the late Sh Yusuf 
Booley (May Allah Grant him the 
highest in Jannah) a few months prior 
to the Tamat (graduation) . Sheikh 
summoned me to his home as well 
to ensure I was ready for the big day. 
Sheikh expressed his love for the 
Quran through his actions and words. 
He often made his random rounds 
at the school to listen to the Tamat 
learners, regardless of his ill state 
at that time. This was the nature of 

the late Sheikh and his love for the 
Quran. JEQ was not only founded but 
also managed and advised under the 
supervision of 2 great luminaries of 
our community namely the late Sh. 
Yusuf Booley and Sh. Moosa Gouda, 
also assisted by scholars such as Sh. 
Abubakr Abudraouf, Sh Ganief Moos 
and the respected board. These 
are scholars who had and still have 
tremendous effect and impact on my 
life up to this day. 

JEQ was developed and established 
on this note, love for Quran and 
respect for the scholars and teachers 
of Quran.

By 2003/2004 JEQ had adopted the 
requirement of a flawless result 
expectation from learners. JEQ had 
often topped local and International 
Quran Hifth competitions and as 
a result, attracting International 
organizations and scholars to visit the 
shores of JEQ.

After I graduated the realization 
struck that JEQ had prepared me in 
various aspects of life, to interact on 
local leadership platforms as well as 
on an international platforms, be it 
social,Islamic,academic or religious.

My daughter currently attends the 
Preparatory school and my son will 
be attending in the year 2020 Insha 
Allah. As Allah SWT mentions in surah 
Taubah verse 108...

 “A mosque founded on righteousness 
from the first day is more worthy for 
you to stand in” This is in essence Jam 
‘Eyyatul Qurra’

ALUMNI

Imraan Fakier - Graduate of JEQ March 2004



Al-Jam 'Eyyatul Qurra'  Anniversary Edition | 2019 43

All praises and thanks 
be to Allah SWT. 
Abundant salutations 
be upon His beloved 
Messenger Muhammad 
SAW.

My journey at Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ 
(JEQ) started in January 2013 at the 
age of 18. There were three first-year 
classes that all came together every 
morning for the “Bridging Course” 
- where we first learned tajweed 
before proceeding to memorization. 
On completion of the course, we 
continued with tajweed once a week 
with Ml. Reyganah Jacobs who always 
motivated us with her inspirational 
stories and words of wisdom. 

My first teacher was Ml. Malika 
Hendricks. She was everything I 
needed in a hifth teacher. I came to 
JEQ having already memorized nine 
ajzaa, and Ml. Malika aided me in 
revising all of my back lessons before 
beginning new memorization. I really 
felt a sense of achievement after 
this process. JEQ prides itself in the 
excellence of the memorization of the 
Quran, and one of its policies is that 
a learner will not move forward until 
she knows her back lessons. This is a 
principle I apply with my own learners. 

The following year I had Ml. Tasneem 
Hayat and then Ml. Fatima Thebus, 
with whom I completed in March 
2015, along with the assistance of 

Sheikh Suleiman Benjamin, who was a 
mentor and fatherly figure to me. 

The class parties whenever someone 
finished a juz were the best part of 
madrasah, and when my big day 
arrived, my class put together a sweet 
gift of all of my favourite goodies.

On completion of my memorization, I 
started the revision program until the 
Tamat at the end of the year. It wasn’t 
easy but it was well worth it. The 
Tamat was the most nerve-wracking 
experience I’ve had, and I’ve been 
bungee-jumping! But the feeling of 
accomplishment afterwards was well 
worth every moment of struggle and 
sacrifice. Being a busy bee, I’d say that 
having to give up my involvement in 
MSA and other activities during my 
hifth journey was the hardest thing for 
me to do.  

After graduating from JEQ, I 
completed the 2nd-year Islamic 
Studies program at Darun Na’im 
Institute of Higher Islamic Learning. 
I began my Bachelor of Applied 
Social Science degree majoring in 
Psychology. I attained sanad and 
ijazah in Hafs ‘An Asim from Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-‘Obeid, a visiting scholar 
from Saudi Arabia, as well ijazah 
in various Tajweed texts. In 2017 I 
attained sanad and ijazah in Hafs ‘an 
‘Asim from Ml. Ayesha Abrahams and 
the Tuhfatul Atfaal, and studied the 
Jazariyyah with Qari Saleem Gaibie. 
The following year I moved to Cairo, 
Egypt a week after getting married and 
attained sanad and ijazah in Hafs and 
Shu’bah ‘an ‘Asim while also studying 
at Fajr Centre for the Arabic language. 
I’ve completed the Arabic program 
and I’m currently reciting for sanad 
ijazah in the riwayah (narration) of Ibn 
Kathar. 

I presented “Tajwid Simplified”, a 
radio program on the Voice of the 
Cape and have participated in various 

ITV programs, Alhamdulillah. I’m 
privileged to be an online Quran 
teacher and hifth coach to learners 
in different parts of the world. I blog 
about my journey at wasfeeya.com

Everything that I set out to do was and 
is part of a commitment that I made to 
the Quran on my Tamat day:

“Dear Quran

I, Wasfeeya Altalib, take you, Al-Quran 
Al-Kareem, to be my companion in 
life. To have and to hold, from this 
day forward. For better, for worse. 
For richer, for poorer. In sickness and 
in health. To love and to cherish. As 
long as I live. I commit, God-willingly, 
to learn everything there is to know 
about you. I’m interested to know 
why every part of you was revealed. I 
want to know every grammar rule that 
governs you, every manner in which 
you can be recited, every tajweed rule 
that beautifies your recitation, and 
your meanings and their explanations. 
By Allah’s Permission and Will. I hope 
and pray that you will in turn, be my 
companion in my grave, my light over 
the sirat, and my friend in Jannah. 
Ameen”

May we always be amongst the best of 
people who learn the Quran and teach 
it. May Allah (SWT) accept from us all 
and grant us to truly be of the people 
of the Quran and His specially chosen 
ones. Ameen. 

Wasfeeya Altalib

ALUMNI

Wasfeeya Altalib - Graduate of JEQ March 2015
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Name & Surname 

DOB & Age

Parent/ Guardian 
Names

Date Started at JEQ

Date Completed

Teachers who taught 
me

Memorable/ 
Significant moment 
while learning Hifth

Message/ Advice to 
student learning 
Hifth

Plans after 
graduating/ tamating

Amier Desai

13 June 1996, 23 years old

Mother: Razeenah Dolley
Father: Faheem Desai

1 March 2016

16 December 2018

Sh. Gamzah Forbes,  Sh. Yaseen Fakee,  Sh. Abdul Hameed,  Sh. 
Shuaib,  Sh. Adnaan Khatieb,  Sh. Riedwaan Cairncross

Thanks to the Almighty Allah, my most memorable moment was 
reading my last lesson on the day of my Nikaah.

When you find yourself in a situation where its feels like those 
around you has given up on you. All you have to do is believe in 
yourself. Tahajjud is the prayer for those who seek success and 
never take critism from someone you will not go to for advice.

 I plan on continuing the legacy of passing down the holy Quran 
to the generation after me. It is my passion and I cannot see 
anything else better to do in this world other than teaching the 
holy Quran. I believe it can only benefit you in this world and 
most importantly in the hereafter. I also do plan on furthering 
my studies in the field of Quran and Secondary education.Insha 
Allah. 

Name & Surname 

DOB & Age

Parent/ Guardian 
Names

Date Started at JEQ

Date Completed

Teachers who taught 
me

Memorable/ 
Significant moment 
while learning Hifth

Message/ Advice to 
student learning 
Hifth

Plans after 
graduating/ tamating

Abdullah Baba

23 August 2019, 17 years old

Mother: Rachida Baba
Father: Mog Ismail Baba

Jan 2018

6th November 2019

Sh. Sulaiman, Sh. Aslam, Sh. Abdul Malik, Sh. Siraaj, Sh. 
Riedwaan, Sh.Shuaib, Sh. Yaseen , Sh. Abdul Hamid

Finishing my 15th and 29th Juz.

Learn your Dhor everyday even if you think you know it and 
don’t cheat.

Go to school and study to become an engineer. I would also like 
to learn more about Islam.
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Muadth Abrahams 

14 January 2003, 16 years old

Mother: Razaan Abrahams
Father: Ebrahim Abrahams

January 2016

29th August 2019

Sh. Sulaiman, Sh. Aslam, Sh. Abdul-Malik, Sh Imraan, Sh. Abbas, 
Sh. Riedwaan, Sh. Shuaib, Sh. Yaseen and Sh. Abdul- Hameed.

Completing my first and last juz. The competition in 2019. The 
winter drive, standing in front for Taraweegh in Ramadan and 
most of all the last 10 days of the holy month of the Ramadan. 

Learn all your work at home. 

Going to high school and then university.

Saeed Ben 

13th April 2001

Mother: Amina Johnson
Father: Saadiq Ben

January 2013

29th August 2019

Sh. Sulaiman, Sh. Imraan, Sh. Siraaj- Sh. Adnaan,  Sh. Aslam,  Sh. 
Abdul Hameed,  Sh. Fahmie,  Sh. Riedwaan

My most memorable moment was, when the most famous 
Qarie from Egypt came to visit our school and that inspired and 
touched my heart.

Always keep the holy Quran with you wherever you are Insha 
Allah.

I’m planning to finish high school and further my studies Insha 
Allah. 
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Shawaal Davids

13 December 2003, 16 years old

Mother: Zainunesa Davids
Father: Hashiem Davids

14th January 2017

21 November 2019

Sh. Sulaiman Salie, Sh. Shuaib Stemmet, Sh. Abbas Moerat, Sh. 
Yaseen Fakee, Sh. Riedwaan Cairncross, Sh. Abdul Hameed

When I entered the Quran when I finished my first Juz. The last 
ten nights of Ramadan. Our tamat year end outing of 2019.

When times get through and feel like you want to quit just push 
through because it is all worth it at the end. What you put in is 
what you’ll get. 

Going to finish School, do my tertiary education and study 
Dentistry. Insha Allah

Sulaiman Jumat

14 years old

Mother: Qareenah Abrahams Jumat
Father: Mog Zain Jumat

Jan 2014

6th November 2019

Sh. Sulaiman,  Sh. Rassedien,  Sh. Aslam, Sh. Shuaib, Sh. Saeed 
and Sh. Riedwaan

Going into the Quran, finishing my Quran and standing for 
Tarweegh at the school.

Respect your parents, respect your teachers. Always thank Allah 
for learning the Quran, have Sabr even when times get tough.

Finishing School, Learning the meaning of the Quran. 
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Uthmaan Gallie

19 Nov 2002, 17 years old

Mother: Lamia Gallie
Father: Thulkieful Gallie

13th Jan 2013

29th August 2019

Sh. Sulaiman Salie, Sh. Shamiel Samaai, Sh. Siraaj Cassim, Sh. 
Shuaib Stemmet, Sh. Riedwaan, Sh. Yaseen Fakee, Sh. Abdul 
Hamid, Sh. Suleiman Benjamin

Going on camp in 2017. Last ten nights of Ramadan and doing 
Salaahtulayl. Completing my 29th Juz.

Prioritize your time wisely and always respect your parents and 
teachers.

Go back to school and study Tafseer of the Quran and then study 
in Yemen.
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student learning 
Hifth
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Yaseen Dawood

12 December 2006, 12 years old

Mother: Raziya Dawood
Father: Irshaad Dawood

March 2017

5th September 2019

Sh. Sulaiman, Sh. Aslam, Sh. Yaseen, Sh. Rasssedien, Sh. Siraaj, 
Sh. Shuaib, Sh. Abdul Hamed and Sh. Riedwaan

Finishing my Quran, the last 10 nights of Ramadan, the 2017 
school outing, 2018 JEQ Sports days  and the completion of my 
last Juz.

Sacrifice all your time for the Quran as later in lidfe you will taste 
the fruits of your hardwork and always remember the more you 
know the more humble you should become.

Go back to school and further my Quran studies, Insha Allah.
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Mogammad Zaeem Toefy

11 January 2011, 18 years old

Mother: Faiza Toefy
Father: Nadeem Toefy

January 2015

30th October 2019

Sh. Sulaiman, Sh. Shamiel, Sh. Siraaj, Sh. Riedwaan, Sh. Yaseen, 
Sh. Shuaib, Sh. Abdul Hameed

Finishing my 29th and 30th Juz, the last 10 days of Ramadan,  
Our winter drive, Week of the Quran, When the Sh. Of Makkah 
cam to JEQ, and when Ustaad Nouman Ali Khan visited JEQ.

Always respect your parents and teachers, Always thank Allah 
(SWT) . have Sabr when the things get tough. 

Finish high school, go to university and further my knowledge in 
the Quran.

Name & Surname 
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Parent/ Guardian 
Names
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student learning 
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graduating/ tamating

Zubair Taylor

30 November 2001, 18 years old 

Mother: Fatimah Taylor
Father: Waleed Taylor

Jan 2015

29th November 2019

Sh Sulaiman Salie, Sh. Riedwaan Cairncross, Sh. Shamile 
Samaai, Sh. Yaseen Fakee, Sh. Adnaan Khatieb, Sh. Shuaib 
Stemmet, Sh. Imraan Malick, Sh. Abdul Hamid

Entering the Quran – Finishing my Quran – I enjoyed the JEQ MHI 
Camp that happened 2016 and 2017. And the highlight of my 
time was being at school the month of Ramadan.

Persistence and Perseverance

Finish High School, Enrol for Tertiary Education and further my 
Quranic Studies. Insha Allah



50 years of Quranic Excellence50

G
R

A
D

U
AT

ES
 O

F 
TH

E 
FE

M
A

LE
 H

IF
TH

 IN
ST

IT
U

TE
20

19



Al-Jam 'Eyyatul Qurra'  Anniversary Edition | 2019 51

Name & Surname 

DOB & Age

Parent/ Guardian 
Names

Date Started at JEQ

Date Completed

Teachers who taught 
me

Memorable/ 
Significant moment 
while learning Hifth

Message/ Advice to 
student learning 
Hifth

Plans after 
graduating/ tamating

Name & Surname 

DOB & Age

Parent/ Guardian 
Names

Date Started at JEQ

Date Completed

Teachers who taught 
me

Memorable/ 
Significant moment 
while learning Hifth

Message/ Advice to 
student learning 
Hifth

Plans after 
graduating/ tamating

Ameerah Charles

25 August 1990, Age:28

Father: Suleiman Charles
Mother: Ruwayda Charles

2010

2019

Ml Abdiyah, Ml Reyghana, Ml Aaisha,  Ml Tasneem, Ml Fatima A, 
Ml Zakiyyah, Sheikh Mukhtar,  Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman, 

One of the most significant moments was when I heard the 
hadith that mentions ‘’The people of Quran are the family of 
Allah and His special ones.’’ This made realise the magnificence 
of what Allah has chosen for me.

Learning Quran requires patience, trust in Allah, effort, sacrifice, 
and to persevere no matter the challenges.

Furthering my Quran and Islamic Studies.

Ayesha Adams

30 April 2007 , Age: 12years old

Father: Shukri Adams
Mother: Naseeba Adams

2015

2019

Ml Narriman, Ml Godieja, Ml Reyghana, Ml Abeda, Ml Ilhaam N, Ml 
Fatima A, Ml Gafsa, Ml Fatima T, Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman

Read my Last lesson infront of my parents and teachers who 
taught me through my journey. 
Reciting on VOC for the Muharam Program.

Never give up no matter how difficult it gets, make sure that you 
always get up after you fall and that no matter the pressure. The 
Quran should never feel like a burden It is a companion and a 
guidance sent from Allah.

Studying the translation of the Quran and starting my secular 
education.
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Aziza Jacobs

01 April 2001, Age: 18

Father: Abdurakieb Jacobs
Mother: Fatima Jacobs

2015

2019

Ml Reyghana, Ml Zulfa, Ml Insaaf, Ml Tasneem, Ml Gouwa, Ml 
Fatima A, Ml Jameela,Ml Ilhaam A, Ml Zakiyyah, Ml Gafsa, Sheikh 
Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman.

When I started memorizing my new lesson and also completing 
all my weak dhor by Sheikh Suleiman

Never give up no matter what comes your way. Always look after 
your Quran and put your trust in Allah.

Studying the translation of the Quran as well as furthering my 
studies in the Arabic language and to complete my academic 
studies.
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Fatima Abdullah

22 September 2002, Age: 17

Father: Altaaf Abdullah
Mother: Shaakirah Abdullah

2017

2019

Ml Narriman, Ml Gafsa, Ml Fatima Amos, Ml Ameerah, Ml Zulfa, Ml 
Ilhaam A, Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman.

The day my peers and I were called in by Sheikh Suleiman to let 
us know we were the tamat group of 2019, I felt over joyed as our 
hard work was paying off. 

Learning hifth is a challenging journey but a blessed and 
amazing one. In order for one to reach their goal it takes hard 
work, discipline, dedication and love for the Quran. Be positive! 
never give up, persevere and always remember you were chosen 
to carry the words of Allah in your heart, Allah promises with 
every difficulty comes ease. 

Further my academics and study the tafseer of the holy Quran, 
Insha Allah.
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Gaafitha Mohamed

15 November 2005, Age: 14

Father: Yusuf Mohamed 
Mother: Rieghaana Mohamed 

2015

2019

Ml Narriman, Ml Abeda, Ml Ghodieja, Ml Fatima A, Ml Nathierah, 
Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman, Ml Gafsa, Ml Kaashifah.

Completing all my weak dhor especially Juz 19. Reading on VOC 
for their Muharram program.

Work hard never give up, effort and sacrifice is key. Remember 
you were hand picked by Allah to memorize His book.

Studying the translation of the Quran. Furthering my academic 
studies.

Kauthar Sydow

08 September 2001, Age: 18

Father: Farouk Sydow
Mother: Tougheeda Sydow

2015

2019

Ml Reyghana, Ml Abeda, Ml Ilhaam A, Ml Gafsa, Ml Insaaf, Ml 
Tasneem D, Ml Malieka, Ml Gafsa, Ml Fatima Amos, Ml Ameerah, 
Ml Fatima T, Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman.

Waking up every morning travelling from Cape Town to 
Schaapkraal was the biggest sacrifice I made however it was 
worth it. I never thought that I would be sitting in the tamat class 
today but with hardwork and sacrifice anything is possible. What 
also worked in my favour is that I had teachers who were very 
supportive and encouraging me through my journey towards 
achieving my goal Alhamdulillah.

Always respect your teachers and parents. Allah reminds us that 
the Quran is not difficult but renewing your intention daily will 
make memorizing the Quran easy for us.

Studying the translation of the Holy Quran and completing my 
academic studies, Insha Allah
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Ragmah Hamdulay

04 November 2003, Age: 16

Father: Ali Hamdulay
Mother: Zarina Hamdulay

2017

2019

Ml Narriman, Ml Zulfa, Ml Ilhaam A, Ml Gafsa, Ml Fatima Amos, Ml 
Ameerah, Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman.

Completing my entire round by Sheikh Suleiman and reading 5 
juz in one sitting and reading my last lesson.

Work hard. Not every day is going to be easy, place your trust 
in Allah renew your intention daily and always be sincere in 
everything you do. The Quran is a gift so cherish it.

Complete high school and study the translation of the Quran.
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Safiyyah Hamdulay

27 November 2001, Age: 18

Father: Ali Hamdulay
Mother: Zarina Hamdulay

2017

2019

Ml Narriman, Ml Gafsa, Ml Fatima Amos, Ml Ameerah, Ml 
Zakiyyah, Sheikh Adnaan, Sheikh Suleiman. 

When I start memorizing my last juz and when I completed my 
entire round of the Holy Quran.  Also reading 5 juz one sitting.

Work hard and place your trust in Allah, you will have good days 
and bad days but always stay positive and never give up. The 
Quran is a gift look after it and cherish it.

Complete High School and read for ijazah Insha Allah.
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“As Smart Pharmaceuticals (Pty) Ltd we congratulate JEQ on their 50th 
celebration and we wish them well on their exciting ventures into the 
future.”

Mabruk to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ for achieving such a historic milestone. May 
the New Dawn be even greater, Insha Allah!

To the trustees, Management and staff of JEQ. Heartiest congratulations on 
your 50th Anniversary. The magnificent work started by Sheikh Booley 50 
years ago from humble beginnings is today a legacy and monument to all.                                                                                               
From Solly and Zohra Noor and family           

Congratulations To JEQ On Their Golden Jubilee Celebration. Wishing JEQ 
Abundance Of Success & Excellence. From Sheik Hassan Omar and Family.

As Salamu Aleikum. It is with profound humility that I take this moment, 
on behalf of Unicab, my colleagues and my family, to congratulate you 
and your team on the 50th Anniversary of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’. Your noble 
institution, spearheaded by past and present muslim luminaries, had been 
at the vanguard over the last 50 years of imparting Quranic knowledge to 
our youth.May you continue in strength and with Allah’s Eternal Blessings. 
Yours in Islam. Unis Khan  

The Shaik Family extends their heartfelt congratulations to the amazing 
Board of Directors, Management and Support teams at JEQ. It is through 
your hard work, selfless dedication and commitment to advancing the 
Islamic education of our children that JEQ has grown from strength to 
strength over the past 50 years. May Allah SWT continue to bless all those 
associated with JEQ, in the years ahead, Insha Allah.

Thank you to all our sponsors!



50 years of Quranic Excellence56

For five decades, the School Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ has been in existence. It 
has evolved into an institute with an integrated model of Islamic education, 
having embraced the visionary ideals and values of the Institute’s founders.                                                                                                                                        
We extend our heartiest congratulations to all those, past and present, 
who have guided, shaped and sustained the Institute in its evolution.  We 
celebrate the accomplishments of the previous years and anticipate the 
future leadership of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ in the interdisciplinary endeavors 
of worship and the teachings of Islam.  

“Mabel Group would like to congratulate Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ (JEQ) on 
achieving a milestone that reflects the hard work and dedication towards 
our deen and ensuring a strong, educated and united Ummah true to 
our beliefs and our identity. Success through 50 years is testament to an 
institutional model that is geared to succeed over generations to come. May 
Allah (SWT) grant JEQ, its leadership, its learners and all our youth great 
success in years to come Insha Allah.”

“Mubarak to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ for reaching the milestone of 50 years, 
Alhamdulillah. May the Almighty Allah swt grant JEQ the longevity to guide 
our future Muslim leaders through the teachings of the Holy Quran, Insha 
Allah, Ameen.

Mabruk to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ on 50 Years of Quranic Excellence and 
wishing you the very best on the next 50 years to come, Insha Allah.

Congratulations to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ on your 50 years anniversary. 
May Allah (SWT) bless your institution and may it grow from strength to 
strength.

“Africa Muslims Agency extends its Congratulations to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ 
for its 50 year anniversary and celebration of Quranic Excellence. Jam 
‘Eyyatul Qurra’ is a magnificent example of exhibiting the Quran as the 
foundation of Life. We are proud partners and supporters of Jam Éyyatul 
Qurra and we pray that JEQ goes from strength to strength, Insha Allah… 
Ameen”
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Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary, a remarkable achievement!!!                                                                          
May Allah (SWA) continue to guide and protect you and may this institution 
go from strength to strength Insha Allah.  Fahmi and Nazreen Jacobs

To the Board members, Management and Staff  at JEQ we would like to 
extend our warm heartedly mabruk on your 50 years achievement. May the 
Almighty continue to protect and guide all those associated with JEQ.

On behalf of all of us at Mail and Guardian, we extend our warmest 
congratulations to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ for completing 50 glorious years of 
service to the Holy Quran. JEQ has always been on top of the list for serving 
the community with your unselfish services to the preservation of the Holy 
Quran. It has been a pleasure to be associated with you. We wish you all the 
success for many more years to come.

As we congratulate JEQ on its golden jubilee, we realize that every 
celebration is a defining moment. Celebrations acknowledge achievements 
and therefore all celebrations are joyous, memorable occasions. The 50 
years celebration of Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ is not only a a recognition of its 
great success, but is also an expression of a lasting appreciation for those 
who founded JEQ, those who sustained it, supported it and those who 
continue to perpetuate its noble legacy.  
Message from Nazier Osman (Chairman of Islamia College Board of Trust)             

Mubarak to Jam ‘Eyyatul Qurra’ on achieving this significant milestone of 
50 years of service to the Holy Quran.
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